November, 1936]

185

THE VIRGINIA TEACHER

The Virginia Teacher
Published monthly, except June, July, and August, by
the State Teachers College at Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Entered as second-class matter March 13, 1920, at the
postoffice at Harrisonburg, Virginia, under the act of
March 3, 1879.
EDUCATlO^||^T^g^SOciAT|ON
OF AM ERICA
Conrad T. Logan, Editor
Henry A. Converse, Business Manager
Clyde P. Shorts, Circulation Manager
ADVISORY BOARD
Katherine M. Anthony
Bessie J. Lanier
Otto F. Frederikson
Amos M. Showalter
Manuscripts offered for publication from those interested in our state educational problems should be addressed
to the editor of The Virginia Teacher, State Teachers
College, Harrisonburg, Virginia.
EDUCATIONAL COMMENT
PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION IN
THE MOVIES
With educators this year celebrating the
one-hundredth anniversary of the
founding of the U. S. Public School system
by Horace Mann, the March of Time has
come out with a highly illuminating and
timely motion picture entitled "New School
for Old," in which the theories and practices of Progressive Education are vividly
portrayed.
In gathering material for the picture,
which has been released to more than
6,500 theatres throughout the country,
three March of Time camera crews spent
six weeks of intensive work in Progressive
schools from coast to coast, filming among
others the activities of the public schools
of Santa Monica, Cab, and Bronxville,
New York; the Antioch School at Yellow
Springs, Ohio, Kenwood Heights at Springfield, Ohio, Edgewood School at Greenwich, Conn., Hessian Hills at Croton-onHudson, New York, and the Woodbury
School of Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
All told, hundreds of youngsters from
these Progressive Educational centers per-

form before the camera their daily activities of learning to cope with practical everyday problems by participating in projects
that range in variety from purchasing and
preparing their own luncheons to the collective enterprises of building and governing model villages, raising and marketing
pet animals and supervising their own painting, sculptoring, and manual training classes.
Among Progressive Education's most
enthusiastic advocates are Dr. John Dewey
and Columbia University's Dr. William H.
Kilpatrick, both of whom appear in the
film. Yet the March of Time has not overlooked the fact that curricular programs of
some of these schools call for innovations
that are unwelcome to many an educator,
bewildering to many a parent. Thus, in
addition to presenting a Parent-Teacher
Association meeting in which an outraged
father ridicules the new teaching philosophy,
the film shows Dr. William C. Bagley of
Columbia expounding some of the beliefs
that have made him Progressive Education's chief critic.
In this first attempt to film so comprehensive a subject as elementary education
in the United States, the March of Time
claims to have produced a picture that is
as strikingly dramatic as it is impartial; they
believe any educator or parent with an eye
toward the future will find it an entertaining, enlightening and valuable document.
OUR CHILDREN

.

Let us set the child in our midst as our
greatest wealth and our most challenging
responsibility. Let us exalt him above industry, above business, above politics, above
all the petty and selfish things that weaken
and destroy our people. Let us know that
the race moves forward through its children and, by the grace of Almighty God,
setting our faces towards the morning, dedicate ourselves anew to the welfare of childhood. . , .
—lournal of the N. E. A.

